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by GARRY SCOTT DAVIS 
Maybe your birth into this li^e was an accident (i.e., 
i you were a surprfse to your parents). - 

Maybe, as a small tike, ycu spent yo^. fofrr«ative yefrs 

I with an invisible friend. 

I Maybe, as you went through the yea^of school, you 
were beat up by boys, hated by girls, rrkitculed, spit 
upon, cut down to size, etc., etc., etc. ,/ 

Maybe, at the oF fork in the road, yoig^^cided to 
choose the less-traveled path. I' 

Maybe you started marching to the b^at of a d'fferent 
and faster drum. • 

Maybe you started riding skateuoarda> 

Maybe, for the first time in yout hie, lound 
something you could do right. 

Maybe you felt like somebody. 

Maybe you spent your teen-age years w.-thout drugs, 
cars, circles of friends, mioney rock concerts prom 
nights, a girlfnend. graduation ceremonies, etc. , . . 

Maybe your only aiternative was to ride skateboards. 

Maybe skateboarding wasn't an alter^^ative because " 
you had no choice (all you had was a sk^aleboard). 

Maybe you were glad. 

Maybe, to progress the cause, you started your own 
skate "magazine." 

Maybe, instead of feeling sorry for yourse^^ for ail you'd 
been through, you decided to stoke on yoj-self an d your 
"scene" and put you^ ovv'n face in your own mag. 

Maybe, because c' this; somie peopie- accused you of 
being on an ego-trip. 

Maybe you still didn't care w' at a^^yone thought. 

Maybe sometim.es you ca Vt think of anything to say. 

Maybe other times you can think of something to say, 
but nobpdvs there to hear it. ■ 

Maybe yWve got a bab/s bra^n and%n old .mans 
heart. 

Maybe you really m-eant it when you wrote the words: 
"Skate Of die\ "Live to skate", etc. ... 

Maybe you're not" "totally thrilled everytime you step on 
a skateboard.^ 

^■'^^'^ y*^^ probably are. 
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So aft.r tadkixig about it w« 
finally wnt. RlMP MISSION FROM GQ I 
S..1C out ramps IrT tk« l^^^i^^Tlx^ 
„ ^. - , . - ^* ia«a<i«d out to Oic«inos on 
niglxt.W. h.ad skat.s.food.throwdown, 
bonghrts.and a bunch of a% wild on«s 
Tomray.Tony, Adam, cToim B„ and ma(W«s)w»rt tha 
cr.w.Iramadiatly w. haadad to uptown E.Lansing 
arkad th. van somewi^ar. and slc.ate^^^^^ 

found 




tkia parkiog structure with a full spiral 
IT J'^P;^! fast;;;wt left th^is structure 
^ ana skated to another parking structure, This 
one contained a series of racesolndy 500 all 
^ way down.John had the tuck so he won most 
J^rSt\ races, but it was tight 'Everyone was 
sxoKed. After a minor campus rip we headed 
outto are St area to crash.^ - 

u,, ^.^ ^ -Well everyone was 

hyp»d for the ramp we were going to ride 

tontorrow.So with that energy we did the 

♦vSJ^Sj^mARp: .'the curbs were in pain.^ 

<{^^^^pm2.11B>^S^HDlE9H9CJH^'Cs4 ' ^ ■ — • — ^ 
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laybaclcs, Tony's curK Iloolcups 





Tkt aext morning v/* att sttlak and eggs for 
brtakfast WOW total fQ6fl our stomiachs wer» 
stokad.Well th.<t crew decidtd it was tint« to 
seek out tiie okemios ramp, No problem finding 
iti^ft could smell tik» vertllt was 16 'wide 
7 'tall with. aboutlO^of flat ^pact.It took a 
couple but. soon airs, grinders ibomibdrops, and 
wheelers were being done. Every one wa& stoked » 
After tile morning session we pigged out, 
Tke skate goumiet cooked up some chile burgers 
and chicken, After a ton of bonghits it was 



•c. 



■'mr¥]/f\/i(k\m 





decided to look up Dennis at his- ramp in landing 
.No problem, we get there and Dennis and Monte 
were rippingo Fakie f ootplants , layback airs, inverts 
backside airs you knowJThis ramp was 8*8x8 and 
solid. We adapted pretty good and were soon up to 
par with ourself S.Dennis was real cool about 
letting us use the ramp. To him I bet we were a 
sj^4Bige bunch.; it was fun. everyone was stoked. 



Next stop was Playland south, in Flint .We stopped 
at a rest are^a for the night and food..! was deirf 
I crashed, but the others did THE REST ARKA RIP 
phase 2,More of the same radness occured. 
Morning finally came. We actually got some sleep 
that night .No m^osquitoe^p I • thinkthe smell of pads 
and skate feet keeped them away ~" 
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ramp wt had aver rodatl6irlOxlO and fasti! 
IT was to cool.it avtn had raal pool coping on 
one. /side .This raJnip to^alc no time to wire p We were 
soon ripping away» 




Ke ^session was going gooc 
ndien this van pulled up and this gyiy asked us if 
he could take our picture«lio problem, So the guy 
gets out a vidaocamara and films usolt was to cool 
Then to stoke us even more ht set up a tv so we 
could watch it back; everyone was ^toked# 
I keep saying stoke because its the onlyword that 
describes our trip* Everything was great the 
people we met were cool, and^' we^- skatad some great 
terrain{the burger bank ruled) cant wait to do ^ 
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1) tcxa freestyle 

2) wts mart stale 

3) tcmy muscles one up f 

4) to»i froriitsicie foatplartt ; 
5|t6ia axJLepivot t>»rajap) 

6) 11^ tmlcing a break from 
slcating aad rolling assiioles 

frora kalamazoo^ 

7) t<my in e • laas ixig | 

8) torn sbiowing hXs f«vt rasl 

9) wes one footed slide 

10) tony leaf slide 
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U/AVfA/6 POOL coAmsn^y 

Th.« SkateGods didnt l«t it ra-ia orv us tkis 
aftarnoon,ttiougj\ it sur« looked lik» it in XhA 
nioming.At first I was bumnwd.But the SGs didnt 
let us down.Tkis was our first contest and the 
sa.ghLt w»s the Burns Park wading pool. The wading 
pool IS a circular bank about 4ftet high. Its got 
about 20 feet of round flat space with, roll out 
all thie way around ..We addad 2 curbs on top to be 
thrash.ed accord ingly.Th^e curbs were set up oppos 
-OiLeack othei^so th^ey c ould be node j lpiir styi « , 
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The beginners divisoA was first. All the riders 
showed a great deal of detenaanation. Everyone 
had there chan.ce and when ttts results carae out 
th.e winners were not surprizing, DAVID TUCK took 
first place with JOHN SELENIS in second and a tie 
between AN and KEITH CLAUNCH for third. Those 
guys3 h.ad the pool th.e mofst wired. It pays to 
practice dudes? Other skaters in the beginners 
divison were JEPP SCHEELE, KENNY MELSON.JON SCHEELE 
JIM CLARKSTON and ERIC JOHNSON. 

Next up were the advanced divison. 
.Well we all practieed for this for about 3 weeks 
By tken we all h.ad a lot of cool ideal*. But 
TOMY CUSTODIO was the coolest for h.e took first 
pliECe.His runs were snooth. and flowed from one ^ 
bio move to anotk.er.KE VIM RYDBERG placed second ^ 
with, an aggression session routine. His slides 
were real loudi.' Th.ird place was t«}cen by rae (WES) 
I felt really satisfied with my runs. 
MATT SINGLETON «nd CHIP FAZIO tied for4ourth place 
and MARK WEILLS from Perryaburg.Ohio placed 
fifth* It was cool about 6o peopleskater* showed 
up for the contest. A few more could have entered 
the advanced class but it was still fun. 
Well I would like to tkank TOM HARTWELL^JIM BROWN 
and SHAWN BROWN for being the judges. YOUguys ruled 
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BEGINNERS DIVISION 

1 david tuck 

Jjoim seitnis 

keitii clauncixv ^.^o 
rytn claunch, >^vvi 

Jeff seheeJie 

Icanny nelson 

jon scheele 

Jim olaricstQni 

8 trie aoiunsoix 



ADVANCED DIVISION 

1 tony custodio 

2 ktvin ryberg 
5 wes dean 

4 chip fazio "^it^ 
matt singleton 

5 mark we ills 
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